www.loc.gov—Where do I search from here?

Understanding the structure of the Library of Congress Web site can help you get more quickly to the content you need.  For any given research topic you may prefer

· A list of holdings

· The full content of digitized primary materials

· An online exhibit or essay pairing Library items with additional explanatory text.

Or perhaps you want all three. For each of these you’ll need to start your search in a different place.

Library of Congress online content is structured in two different ways:

	Interlinked Web pages make up the standing content of the Library of Congress Web site. These pages have static URLs that you can bookmark and come back to. Their contents can be searched via the “Search Our Site” tools in the upper right corner of most pages, or even using outside search engines like Google.com.
	
	Library Collections are organized using databases that translate their contents into Web pages “on the fly.” Usually, all but the starting URLs are temporary, so you must start your search at the same place every time.  “Search Our Site” doesn’t reach into this collection data—for each database you must use the interface provided.


Web site content is usually matched to its structure:

	Web pages include:

· How-to information for visitors and researchers

· Online Exhibitions

· Collection Guides

· “Framing materials” for digital collections.
	
	Databases include:

· Catalogs: holdings information for physical collections; some digitized content.

· Collections: digitized/digital primary sources

· Copyright registration information

· Current legislative information.


Starting points for searching LC Web pages
Starting points for searching LC databases:

	Seach by keyword in the upper right corner of the Library’s home page at http://www.loc.gov/
To narrow a search, start from a main sub-section page, for example:…

· Exhibitions:

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/
· Global Gateway:  

http://international.loc.gov/
· Today in History Archives:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/archive.html
· The Learning Page

http://memory.loc.gov/learning/
· Portals to the World

http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/portals.html
· Research Center:

http://www.loc.gov/rr/research-centers.html
Advanced site search allows more options: http://www.loc.gov/search/advanced_search.html
“More Search Options” lists database resources: http://www.loc.gov/search/more_search.html
	
	· American Memory

http://memory.loc.gov/ (cross-collection search)
To narrow a search, consider Browse Options:  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/
There are also search, browse, and index tools inside individual American Memory collections.

· Library of Congress Online Catalog (holdings)
http://catalog.loc.gov/
· Prints & Photographs Online Catalog

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/catalog.html
· Global Gateway: World Culture Resources

http://international.loc.gov/
· I Hear America Singing

http://www.loc.gov/rr/perform/ihas/
· THOMAS: Legislative Information
http://thomas.loc.gov/
· Veterans History Project

http://www.loc.gov/vets/
· MINERVA: Internet Virtual Archive

http://www.loc.gov/minerva/
· Copyright Records & Registrations

http://www.copyright.gov/records/


Peoria Search Examples for American Memory Collections

1a) Find a “bird’s eye view” panoramic map of nineteenth century Peoria, Illinois.

1b) Find a “bird’s eye view” panoramic photograph of early twentieth century Peoria, Illinois 

2) Find an early panoramic photograph showing Bradley Hall and the surrounding campus.

3a) Find an architectural photograph of a stained glass skylight in Peoria City Hall.

3b) Within the same item, find the dedication date of Peoria City Hall

3c)  Find some unrelated photographs of Peoria’s City Hall that raise some serious questions.

4) What is the name of the Peoria resident who was a member of the Betsy Ross Memorial Association in 1902?

5a) Which photographs from Peoria will you probably not want to share with your students?  

5b) Which photographs from the same American Memory collection might be more useful?

6) Find nineteenth-century magazine and periodical articles that discuss Peoria’s Native American history/heritage.

7) Find references to Peoria in the papers of a past American president.

8a) Find an architectural measured drawing for the address 438 West High Street, Peoria.

8b) Then find a related site map showing the grouping of houses along High Street.

8c) In what year was the area of Peoria that includes West High Street incorporated into the city?

9) Since there is nothing for Peoria in our moving image files, find some appropriate moving images you could also use with your students.

*Special thanks to Susan Garfinkel of the Library of Congress for this handout.

Ask a Librarian: http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/

